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The Uniqueness of Christianity
In our 180 High School Ministry, we’ve been doing a series on “foundations” of the
Christian faith.  We’ve been covering topics such as:

 Existence of God:  How do I know that God is real?
 The Bible:  How do I know the Bible is reliable?
 The problem of evil and suffering:  If God is powerful and loving, why is there evil

and suffering in the world?

Have you ever wondered what makes Christianity unique from other world religions?
There are a number of things we could talk about, but here’s a summary of what I
consider to be the most important points on this issue.

The Person of Christ

 Messianic prophesies:  The Old Testament is filled with prophesies predicting
Christ’s lineage, birthplace, time of his coming, purpose of his coming, nature of
his death, etc. hundreds of years before his appearance.  The same cannot be
stated for any other person in the history of the world.  (Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:6;
Micah 5:2; Isaiah 53)

 His virgin birth:  Christ was born of a virgin with no genetic connections to a
human father – this is unique to Christianity.

 His deity:  Christ is God incarnate, who became flesh and lived among us.  (John
1:1,14; Mark 14:61-64; John 10:30)

 His sinless life:  Jesus Christ lived a perfect and sinless life.  (Hebrews 4:15)
 His resurrection:  The founders of all other religions are dead and buried.  For

instance Muhammad died in 632 A.D., Confucius in 479 B.C., and the Buddha in
the 5th or 6th century B.C.  Not one of these men was ever resurrected or seen
again by his followers.  In Christ’s case, the tomb was empty.  He rose from the
dead on the third day, appeared to many eyewitnesses afterward, and ascended
back into heaven in full view of his followers.  He is alive, and will reign forever!
(Matthew 28:11-15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-6)

Salvation by Grace

 Christianity is unique among all other religions in that it teaches that salvation is
only by God’s grace through faith apart from any merit or work of man.
(Ephesians 2:8-9)

 All other religions teach that salvation is either through works or through a
combination of faith and works.  Although the works required vary greatly from
religion to religion, and although the ultimate destination (heaven, nirvana, etc.)
likewise varies greatly, each religion carries a similar understanding that mankind
is capable, through diligent effort, to meet a certain standard of righteousness and
thus merit God’s favor.

 In Christianity, good works are not enough.  God’s standard of righteousness is
perfect righteousness and holiness, and can therefore be met only by God
himself.  Because of our sin, all human beings deserve the penalty of eternal
separation from God.  This therefore required an act of grace – God’s initiative
and direct intervention on behalf of mankind.  This intervention culminated in the
sacrificial, substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We can put our faith in
Jesus Christ and live under God’s reign as a child of God, not because we
reached up to God, but because God reached down to us.

Our One True God is clearly unlike any other.  He alone is worthy of our worship and
our trust!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda

Associate Pastor, Youth
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MANNING UP FOR GOD
GVBC 2014 MEN’S RETREAT
BY KENT KOMAE

PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA

GVBC Men Enjoy Retreat was held on Saturday, October 4 to
Sunday, October 5 at Victory Ranch.

Nearly 55 men from GVBC — ranging in age from 18 to 60-plus —
enjoyed a blessed retreat at Victory Ranch. The theme of the retreat
was “Manning Up For God” and the Lord greatly blessed.

We enjoyed awesome worship lead by Kenton Fukuda, Matt Butt,
and Tommy Park and powerful messages by Pastor Tom Demorest
from Citylights Long Beach. Also, from support and prayer in small
groups to fun games and activities, it was an enriching weekend.

Pastor Tom challenged us, based on Romans 12:1-2, to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds. We learned, Manning Up
for God means abiding in Him, not trying to grow Spiritual fruit
ourselves, growing together as men, and knowing our true identity in
Christ. These convicting messages touched many. We also enjoyed
special times getting to know one another.

A highlight of the weekend was the annual awards. Our “You Are a
Man Award” went to Jim Kawashima for his faithful service. Our
“You Be a Man Award” was given to Craig Yorizane for his
continued growth in the Lord.

We also enjoyed our first GVBC men’s retreat softball game,
coordinated by Wes Harada. And, we had a rousing session of
Telephone Charades.

Sunday’s session ended with some heart-to-heart sharing, prayer
and communion.

The Lord be praised for another successful GVBC Men’s Retreat!

Pastor Tom Demorest
from Citylights Church,
Long Beach

Nelson Shirota seems
pleased with the buffet

(L) Silvio Carrara, Jim Kawashima,
Pastor Ron Matsuda, Frank Nakamura

(L) Pastors James Chang & Daniel Matsuda,
Tommy Park, Craig Yorizane, Matt Butt, Pastor
Chris Koga



UPCOMING EVENTS

GVBC’S ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
5:30 — 7:30 P.M.
All volunteers can purchase food at 4:30 p.m.

The Children’s Harvest Festival is coming and WE NEED your help!  This is an
opportunity to partner together and provide a safe environment for children and families to
enjoy the fall festivities and show the love of Christ within our community.

WE NEED HELP WITH:
 Set-up erector booth sets (Wednesday, October 29 @ 4:00 p.m.)
 Clean-up (Friday, October 31 @ 8:00 p.m.
 Candy distribution
 Greeters
 Registration
 Booth workers
 Security
 Cafè Workers
 Exit

WE NEED: Wrapped Candy & Pumpkin Donations
We are in need of individually wrapped (in unopened bags) of candy and small pumpkins (4 to 4 1/2 inches diameter).

Please drop off your candy and pumpkin donations in the wooden box in the Narthex on any Sunday up to October 26. If
you would like to drop off your donations during the week, you may bring them to the church office and place them in the
large plastic container marked “Harvest Festival” next to Jan’s desk (the first desk facing you as you enter the office).

Volunteer signup flyers are in the Narthex. Fill out the flyer and bring it to the table in the Courtyard or drop it into the
box on the counter in the Narthex. You can also bring it to the office. [NOTE: See page 6 FYI Events Calendar for
Harvest Festival Guidelines].
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SAMARITAN’S PURSE 2014 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIFT BOXES
by Linda Hayashi
We will kick-off this year’s Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox project on Sunday, October 19 with a special visit
from Nathan Bates, the West Coast Regional Manager for OCC. He will encourage our participation by sharing some of
his exciting personal experiences delivering shoeboxes overseas.

Operation Christmas Child is a shoebox gift project which was started by Samaritan’s Purse in 1993. Last year almost 10
million children received boxes in over 112 countries around the world. The purpose of the gift boxes is “to testify to the
Gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). The boxes are distributed through local churches overseas and each child also
receives a colorful Gospel booklet in their appropriate language. In the last four years, over 1.1 million children have
prayed to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior through OCC’s follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest
Journey.

If you have a shoebox at home, you can giftwrap your box if desired. There will be a limited number of free red/green
boxes available in the Narthex. If you would like to purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns into a useful gift
afterwards. Fill the shoeboxes with items such as small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, candy, and a personal note.
The brochure in the Narthex has additional suggestions. This is a wonderful project for families or small groups. After the
boxes are filled, please include a $7 per box donation to help cover shipping and other project expenses. Please place a
rubber band around each filled shoebox. Shoeboxes will be collected during both worship services on Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 24.
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Michael and Chris Mason
In September, school started. Chris continues to serve as an aide in the 2nd grade classroom. She also helps with the
5th-6th grade class. Please pray for Chris' positive and calming influence on both classes. The 2nd grade class has an
unusually large number of incoming students and the teacher, Colleen, is new. As you recall, the 5th-6th grade class had
a number of relationship/discipline issues last year. May Chris be used by the Lord to help these students mature and
grow into followers of Christ. Michael continues to serve as school chaplain. Pray for Michael as he prepares the chapel
messages each month.

August marked the two year anniversary of Oasis Church (OC) moving out of a rented facility into a home of a church
member. In addition to praying for OC, please pray for Michael who wants to make disciples and develop leaders, but is
unsure of the best way to do this in the current setting.

The Masons welcomed two short-term mission teams this summer who came to serve in the tsunami-hit area of
Northern Japan. The first group was a JEMS team from Austin, TX. The 2nd team of four women were from Victory
Fellowship in Torrance, CA. Both teams were an inspiration to the Masons.

Through an unexpected gift, God provided the funds for a car to replace the Masons' 1993 Honda Accord. It was starting
to need major repairs. They now own a 2009 Honda Fit which they are delighted about. They call the “Fit our wonderful
gift from the Lord." The Masons also appreciate your prayers for Chris' parents who moved into Atherton Baptist Homes,
an assisted-living facility. In August, Chris went to visit them and was happy to notice both of her parents put on weight.
When Chris' parents were living alone they lost weight, being unable to cook. The Masons thank you for keeping them
and their ministry as well as her parents in your prayers.

Ken and Diane Kudo
As a new Christian back in 1963, Ken served at Central Presbyterian Church in Baltimore Maryland. Ken was a Sunday
school teacher and a worker in the junior high program under the direction of a part-time youth pastor. During this time,
Ken lead Rick, who was in junior high, to Christ. Fast forward to 2014. During a three-day visit, Ken and Diane met with
Rick and his wife, Donna. Through the years, Rick faithfully followed the Lord, getting seminary training at Westminster
and also earning a Ph.D. Today Rick and Donna, led by the Holy Spirit, are living in London and doing church planting
among the residing Hindus. In speaking of Rick and Donna, Ken shared, "We were refreshed in our spirits by our
fellowship in the Gospel in order for them and for us to keep on keeping on!"

Fred and Jane Tanaka
The 2014 Good News Day Camp (GNDC) was the best camp yet!  God answered the Tanakas' prayers as 38 eager
youth attended. Fred conducted a Treasure Hunt which helped the youth realize the real treasure is the Bible. A number
of the youth, who ranged from elementary to middle school students, commented how the treasure hunt was so much
fun. It motivated them to read the Word. There was also challenging stories about Jan Johnson, AP Regional Education
Director, who served as a missionary. "Praise God!" writes the Tanakas in adding their personal feelings about the
GNDC.

Please pray for the children who attended the GNDC and other camps, that they be established in local Christian
churches. Also, pray CEF of Japan's monthly financial needs of $155,000 are met. Pray for the Tanakas' health. Fred will
have cataract surgery in December. After a September 10 visit to the doctor, Jane will be receiving the diagnosis soon.
Jane requests the diagnosis be accurate. Also, pray for the survivors who experienced heavy rainfalls, typhoons in some
parts of Southern Japan, Hiroshima, Kyoto, and Tokyo.

Jim and Leta Van Meter
Recently, Jim and Leta had a good time of fellowship with eight joyful and grateful cross cultural workers. Their
combined global ministry is 279 years in 30+ countries and two mission agencies. There was one representative from a
faithful-sending church which has partnered with the Van Meters and the other missionaries for a combined total of 140
years.

Prayer requests include the workers (who the Van Meters trained in the last 10 years) who had to evacuate from
Northern Iraq. They also request prayer for all who are being affected by the atrocities there. Please pray for healing for
Leta's left diaphragm which is not functioning.

Thank you for keeping the Masons, the Kudos, the Tanakas, the Van Meters, and all our missionaries in prayer.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . — MATTHEW 28:19



FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

LETTERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family, I cannot express how thankful Nancy and I are for the prayers you have offered for Nancy’s surgery.
We have felt God close to us during the process of finding a surgeon and then having the surgery to fix the spinal fluid
leak. We both know her recovery will take time and Nancy will slowly return to normal activities. We also want to thank all
of you who have brought meals to us. It really helps Nancy not to eat my burnt offerings. God bless you all!  Pastor Steve
& Nancy Langley

Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your August 2014
monetary donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund] to our emergency food pantry. Thank you for caring about others in
your community. Together we can continue in our mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs of struggling
families and individuals in our community during these tough economic times. Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation
Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator
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BABY/CHILD DEDICATION SUNDAY
LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME, AND DO NOT HINDER THEM, FOR THE KING-
DOM OF GOD BELONGS TO SUCH AS THESE. — LUKE 18:15-17

Kaleb Hunter Isamu Bonilla
Born: November 1, 2012
Born to: Steven & Sayuri Bonilla

Zachary Koji Lo
Born: June 26, 2014
Born to: Brian & Allison Lo

During our worship services on Sunday, October 12 proud
parents and their families dedicated their children to our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Brian & Allison Lo dedicated their baby boy, Zachary Koji.
Older sister, Elise, stood with her parents and many
Journey Companions as little Zachary was dedicated.

Also dedicated was Kaleb Hunter Isamu Bonilla by his
loving parents, Steven & Sayuri Bonilla and several
Journey Companions. Big sister, Isabella, also stood with
the family during little Kaleb’s dedication.

Congratulations of our new little Christians and their
families.

Our baby/child dedications are done
quarterly (February, May, August, and
November).

Parents meet with Susan 1-2 weeks
prior to the baby/child dedication
Sunday.

If you are interested in dedicating your
child(ren), please contact:

Susan Wakuta
Children’s Director
(310) 323-5683, ext. 689
susan@gvbc.net



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
CLASSES TAUGHT BY PASTOR RON MATUSDA
 OASIS: Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., Room 218.

Taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda [NOTE: not meeting
October 29].

 FOLLOWING CHRIST TODAY: a new class for all
Christians will begin Sunday, November 16 at 8:45 a.m.in
Room 113 (next to the kitchen). This 47-week class will
cover 30 essential lessons which the Lord has taught me
during the past 55 years of following Christ which I would
like to pass on to you. Registration forms are on the
Narthex counter.

PASTORAL STAFF APPRECIATION MONTH
October is our annual Pastoral Staff Appreciation month.
Cards, letters, or emails of appreciation can be sent during
the month of October. A list of pastoral staff and contact
information is on a flyer on the Narthex counter. Place them
in the box on the Narthex counter throughout the month of
October or send them to the church office. We will recognize
our Pastoral Staff and their spouses on Sunday, October 26
during both worship services.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD KICKOFF
Sunday, October 19 is our annual kickoff for Operation
Christmas Child. Gift boxed are available in the Narthex.
[See article on page 3]

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, October 25, 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m., Room 113.
All men invited. The next Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday,
November 15.

WORK DAY
November 1, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Help keep GVBC beautiful!
Come when you can and leave when you must. No
experience needed.

TIME CHANGE
Sunday, November 2. Daylight Savings time ends. Fall BACK
one hour.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, November 8, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next
Bilingual Service is December 13.

VETRERANS DAY
Tuesday, November 11 office is OPEN

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 16, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. Bring your
own sack lunch or purchase a boxed lunch from Giulianos
(includes sandwich, chips & cookie) for $6.00. DEADLINE to
order boxed lunch is Sunday, November 9. Please plan to
attend. We need a quorum of voting GVBC members. More
info to follow.

THANKSGIVING SERVICES
Sunday, November 23. Come to our Thanksgiving Sunday
service to hear how God has blessed those in our
congregation this past year. Also, we will be collecting your
Operation Christmas Child gift boxes during  both worship
services.
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CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, November 23, 12:30 —4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and who
would like to become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
301 Class, Discovering Ministry. Learn about your unique
spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in the
ministry exploration process (must attend two-part series).
401 Class, Teaches you how to redefine your life’s mission
and how you can live as a witness to Christ.
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 27 & Friday, November 28 for
Thanksgiving Holiday

WORK DAY/CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 29, 8:00 a.m. Come help us clean our
campus and decorate it for the Christmas holidays. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must.

MEXICO OUTREACH MISSION (MOM)
Three-day trip to San Telmo, Friday, December 19 to

Sunday, December 21, Cost $140.
MUST HAVE a valid passport. Spanish is helpful but not
mandatory. You will help with prayer, food, medical clinic,
worship, clean up, working with men, women, children, crafts,
handing out food/clothes/ shoes or give your testimony. To
sign up or for more information contact Teresa Matsushima
via the church office or email: teresa47@gmail.com.

BAPTISM SUNDAY December 28

NOTE: Harvest Festival Guidelines
In order to provide a safe environment for our children
and families, Gardena Valley Baptist Church implements
the following guidelines:
 The Harvest Festival is for children 5th grade (~10

years old) and younger and their families. Older
siblings may accompany their younger siblings.

 Full-face masks are not allowed.
 Realistic replications of guns or other weapons are not

allowed.
 Provocative clothing or scary costumes are not

allowed.
 Shoes or footwear having wheels are not allowed.
 Live animals are not allowed (except certified service

animals).
It is the discretion of the Registration Team and Guest
Relations to interpret the appropriateness of any of the
above mentioned items. These items may be stored at
the registration table and picked up at the time of exiting
the festival. If guests choose not follow these guidelines,
they may be asked to leave the campus.
Thank you so much for your cooperation and partnership
in making this an awesome experience for the children.

G.V.B.C. Children’s Ministry
[NOTE: See Harvest Festival article on page 3]
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 5 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in
the Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, Nov. 2.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER

Dear Families:

We are so delighted to introduce Emily Noguchi as our new Nursery Coordinator.
Emily and her husband Clyde have attended our church for about 6 years. They have
five children whose ages range from 7 to 15 years old. As you can see, she has lots
of experience caring for children and genuinely loves to serve God.

Please stop by the nursery and give Emily a warm welcome. We are very blessed to
have her on staff and look forward to all the wonderful ways God will use her to touch
our families.

Sincerely in Christ,
Susan Wakuta
Children’s Elementary Director

$700,000
$750,000
$800,000
$850,000
$900,000
$950,000

$1,000,000

General Fund - Jan-Aug

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Don & Grace Taba Ray Chinen
Emiko Takusagawa Hiroshi Takusagawa
Susie Shelley Frank J. Velez, Jr.
Susie Shelley Doris Flower
Mary Maeda Mike Maeda

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

$90,000

$100,000

$110,000

$120,000

General Fund - August

Income
received
Expenses

$1,300,000
$1,350,000
$1,400,000
$1,450,000
$1,500,000

Nehemiah 4 - cumulative
 up to August 2014

Straightline
Goal
Received
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
Church Does: Devoted to One Another
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
Church Does: Admonish One Another
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2/COMMUNION
Church Does: Bear One Another’s Burdens
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Church Does: Encourage One Another
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Church Does: Honor One Another Above Yourself
Pastor James Chang

5:30 — 7:30 P.M.


